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Houston, TX 77251 Section:
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Re:  Reliant Energy, Inc. Public

Dear Mr. Jines:

]
Availability:_ /R 3/ 2@0’7

This is in regard to your letter dated February 21, 2007 concerning the shareholder .

proposal submitted by Seneca Capital, L.P. for inclusion in Reliant Energy’s proxy
materials for its upcoming annual meeting of security holders. Your letter indicates that

‘the proponent has withdrawn the proposal, and that Reliant Energy therefore withdraws

its January 16, 2007 request for a no-action letter from the Division. Because the matter

1s now moot, we will have no further comment.

P'ROCESSED

MAR 02 00
TaONSON &
¥
cc: Doug Hirsch

Managing Member

Seneca Capatal, L.P.

590 Madison Avenue, 28th Floor
New York, NY 10022

Sincerely,

Ted Yu
Special Counsel

A



Sernior Vice President and ) i Houston, TX 77251

\ ne@y General Counsel 1 Voice: 713497-7465
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Re: Reliant Energy, Inc. — Omission of Stockholder Proposal of St:aneca Capital, L.P.

Ty \

Dear Sir or Madam:

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j) under the Securities Exchange Act ofi1934, as amended (the
“Exchange Act”), Reliant Energy, Inc., a Delaware corporation (the “CJ'ompany”), is hereby
submitting this letter to respectfully request that the Staff of the Division of Corporation Finance
(the “Staff”) of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Commlsswn ’) concur with the
Company’s view that, for the reasons stated below, the stockholder proposal and supporting
statement thereof (the “Proposal”) submitted by Seneca Capital, L.P. (the “Proponent’) may
properly be omitted from the proxy materials (the “Proxy Materials’) to be distributed by the
Company in connection with its 2007 annual meeting of stockholders (the #2007 Annual
Meeting”). The Proposal and all related correspondence are attached hereto as Exhibit A.

The Company expects to file its definitive Proxy Matenals w1th the Commission on or
about April 6, 2007. Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j), enclosed herewith are Six (6) copies of this letter
and Exhibit A. Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j), this letter is being filed with ‘the Commission no later
than eighty (80) calendar days before the Company files its definitive 2007 Proxy Matenals with
the Commission. On behalf of the Company, we hereby agree to promptly forward to the

Proponent any Staff response to this no-action request that the Staff transmits by facsimile to the
Company only.




" Reliant Energy

L The Proposal

On December 18, 2006, the Company received the Proposal for mclusmn in its Proxy
Materials. The text of the Proposal is reprinted below as it was submitted to the Company:

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 109 of the Dela'lware General
Corporation Law, 8 Del. C. § 109, the stockholders of Rellant Energy, Inc.
(“Reliant Energy” or the “Company”) hereby amend Amcle [II of the
Company’s Bylaws by adding a new Section 5 and renumbermg the existing
Sectioris 5 through 11 as Sections 6 through 12:

Section 5. Proxy Access For Certain Candidates Nominated by
Stockholders. Notwithstanding any other provision of these
Bylaws to the contrary, the Company shall include in its proxy
materials for a meeting of stockholders the name, together with
the Disclosure and Statement (both defined below), |of any
person nominated for election to the Board of Directors by a
stockholder or group thereof that satisfies the requirenflents of
this Section 5 (the “Qualified Nominator”), and allow
stockholders to vote with respect to such nominee’on the
Company’s proxy card for that meeting. Each Qua]iﬁed
Nominator may nominate one candidate for electlon at a
meeting. l

To be eligible, a Qualified Nominator must:

(a) have beneficially owned 3% or more of the Company’s
outstanding common stock (the “Required §hmes”)

continuously for at least one year; |

.
(b) provide written notice received by the Company’s Sjecretary
within the time period specified in Section 4 of Article III of the
Bylaws containing (i)} with respect to the nominee f (A) the
information required by Items 7(a), (b) and (c) of SEC Schedule
14A (such information is referred to herein as the “Dlsclosure”)
and (B) such nominee’s consent to being named in the proxy
. statement and to serving as a director if elected; and|(11) with
respect to the Qualified Nominator, proof of ownership of the
Required Shares; and

(c) execute an undertaking that it agrees to (i) assume all liability
of any violation of law or regulation arising out of the Qualified
Nominator’s communications with stockholders, mcludmg the
Disclosure (ii) to the extent it uses soliciting material other than
the Company’s proxy materials, comply with all laws and

|
|
|
|
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The Qualified Nominator shall have the option to furnish a
statement, not to exceed 500 words, in support of the nominee’s
candidacy (the “Statement”), at the time the Dlsclosrure 1s
submitted to the Company’s Secretary. The Board of Dlrectors
shall adopt a procedure for timely resolvmg dlsputes over
whether notice of a nomination was timely given and whether
the Disclosure and Statement comply with this Section 5 and
SEC rules.

regulations relating thereto.

"

IL. GROUNDS FOR OMISSION

1. Rule 14a-8(i)(8) — Relates to Election of Directors

Rule 14a-8(1)(8) permits the exclusion of a stockholder proposal from a company’s proxy
materials when the proposal “relates to an election for membership on the company’s board of
directors or analogous governing body.” As discussed below, Commls'swn statements and Staff
precedent in this regard support our view that the Proposal is excludable under Rule 14a-8(1)(8)
since the Proposal would establish a procedure that may result in contested elections of directors.

The Commission has stated that “the principal purpose of [Rule| 14a-8(1)(8)] i1s to make
clear, with respect to corporate elections, that Rule 14a-8 is not the proper means for conducting
campaigns or effecting reforms in elections of that nature, since other proxy rules. .. are
applicable thereto.” SEC Release No. 34-12598 (July 7, 1976) (emphasis added). Spec_iﬁcally, the
Staff has consistently and on multiple occasions permitted exclusion of proposals and supporting
materials with respect to similar proposals in reliance on Rule 14a-8(i)(8) (or its predecessor Rule
14a-8(c)(8)) because such proposals “rather than establishing procedures for nomination or
qualification generally, would establish a procedure that may result in‘:contested elections of
directors.” See AOL Time Warner Inc. (avail. Feb. 28, 2003); Eastman Kodak Co. (avail. Feb. 28,
2003); Exxon Mobil Corp. (avail. Feb. 28, 2003); Sears, Roebuck & Co. (avail. Feb. 28, 2003),
The Bank of New York Co., Inc. (avail. Feb. 28, 2003); Citigroup Inc. (avail. April 14, 2003)
(Recon.) (all permitting exclusion of a proposal to amend the bylaws to require that the company
include the name, along with certain disclosures and statements, of anif person nominated for
election to the board by a stockholder who beneficially owns three percent or more of the
company’s outstanding common stock).

Further, the Staff has permitted numerous companies to excluclle in reliance on Rule
14a-8(1)(8), stockholder proposals that sought to require that, if beneﬁmal owners of at least three
percent of the company’s common stock nominated candidates for the board of directors, the -
company would include the names of those nominees in its proxy matenals and afford stockholder
the same opportunity to vote for those nominees as provided for the company s nominees. See
Wilshire Oil Co. of Texas (avail. Mar. 28, 2003); Oxford Healith Plans Inc. (avail. Feb. 23, 2000)
(in which the Staff noted: “It appears that the proposal, rather than establlshmg procedures for
nomination or qualification generally, would establish a procedure that may result in contested
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elections of directors, which is a matter more appropriately addressed under rule 14a-12.); AT&T
Corp. (avail. Jan. 24, 2000); BellSouth Corp. (avail. Jan. 24, 2000); The Coca-Cola Co. (avail. Jan.
24, 2000); Ford Motor Co. (avail. Jan. 24, 2000); Citigroup Inc. (avail. J an. 21, 2000) Newmont
Mining Corp. (avail. Jan. 18, 2000); Black & Decker Corp. (avail. Jan. 18 2000)." This extensive
Staff precedent reflects the Commission’s intention that Rule 14a- 8(1)(8) is not the proper means
to achieve electlon contests — regardless of whether a contest would result immediately or
subsequently

Con51stent with the Commission precedent noted above in Wthh similar proposals have
been omitted from proxy matertals, the Proposal would establish a procelzdure that would result in
contested elections of directors. As such, the Proposal provides that any “Qualified Nominator”

|

! See also Merck & Co., Inc. (avail. Jan. 25, 2004) (proposal requiring that the reglsn'ant include in its proxy materials

an alternative slate of directors proposed by the ten largest stockholders of record); Goldﬁeld Corp. (avail. April 9,
2002) (proposal requesting that company develop bylaws to “qualify nominees who have demonstrated a meaningful
level of stockholder support and to provide them with free and equal ballot access.™); Storage Technology Corp. (avail.
Mar. 22, 2002) {permitting the exclusion of a stockholder proposal recommending that the company amend its bylaws
to require the inclusion in its proxy materials of the name of each candidate for the board nominated by stockholders);
General Motors Corp. (avail. Mar. 22, 2001) (concurring that the company could cxclude a proposal asking it to .
publish the names of all director nominees and a “goals™ statement); United Road Services {avail. May 5, 2000)
(permitting exclusion of a proposal that would amend the bylaws to require that each duly-nominated director
candidate be listed in the company’s proxy materials and that the company’s proxy m’aterials contain the same type
and amount of information about each such candidate); Kmart Corp. (avail. Mar. 23, 2000) (permitting the company to
exclude a proposal requmng it to grant any two percent stockholder access to the proxy statement for the purpose of
presenting a non-management candidate for election to_the board); Storage Technology Corp. (avail, Mar. 11, 1998)
(permitting exclusion of a proposal that the company amend its bylaws and charter tojrequire that the proxy statement
include a list of stockholder nominees for the board holding a certain number of the ¢ company s shares); BellSouth
Corp. (avail. Feb. 4, 1998} (permitting exclusion of a proposal recommending a bylaw providing that stockholder
nominees to the board would be included in the company’s proxy materials); Unocal Corp. (avail. Feb. 8, 1991)
(permitting exclusion of a proposal recommending a bylaw to require the company to mclude in its proxy materials the
names of any stockholder’s director nominees and information about the nominees m the same manner as any, and all
other nominees presented for election™); Amoce Corp. (avail. Feb. 14, 1990) (perrmrtmg exclusion of a proposal
allowing stockholders representing over $100,000 in market value of company shares to nominate an individual for
election through a “common ballot™). |I
? The Commission previously suggested that this precedent did not apply to “direct access proposals,” as described in
the Commission’s proposed revisions to Rule 14a-11. See Exchange Act Release No. 34-48626, n.74 (Oct. 14, 2003).
However, recent precedent indicates that such an exception no longer exists. As the Staff stated in several no-action
letters in 2005, “Given the passage of time since the proposal of rule 14a-11 . w1thout Commission action on that
proposal, we have concluded that the position that the [S]taff intended to take... regardmg the application of rule 14a-§
to proposals providing that the company become subject to the security holder nomination procedure in proposed rule
14a- 11 is no longer necessary or appropriate.” Chwest Communications Imernanonizl (avail. Feb. 7, 2005); Verizon
Communications (avail. Feb. 7, 2005); Halliburton Co. {(avail. Feb. 7, 2005); General Motors Corp. (avail. Feb. 28,
2005). To the extent that the Staff nevertheless assesses the Proposal under proposed Rule 14a-11, we believe that the
Proposal does not meet the requirements for a “direct access proposal” as it does not comport wnth proposed
substantive requirements {(e.g., the Proposal would allow each Qualified Nominator,to include one candidate in the
Company’s proxy materials, as opposed to the range of nominecs in the proposing release, the Proposal defines a
“Qualified Nominator” as someone beneficially owning three percent or more of the Company 5 outstanding common
stock instead of the proposed threshold of “more than 5% and the Proposal does not require that the Qualified
Nominator “intend to continue to hold those securities through the date of the subject election of directors”). The
Proponent is also ineligible to submit a Proposed Rule 14a-11 proposal as it ownedlless than one percent of the
Company’s outstanding shares on the date that it submirted the Proposal (based on the Proponent’s ownership
information set forth in Exhibit A hereto).

|
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can nominate a candidate for the Board of Directors and that the names of such candidates must be
included on the proxy card and other information, including a statement Iin support of each
nominee’s candidacy, must be included in the Proxy Matenals. Con51stent with its fiduciary duties,
the Board of Directors of the Company nominates a full slate of candldates for all available seats
on the Board of Directors, and so the Proposal would necessanly result i ina procedure that results
in contested elections because it would require the Company to include 1!:1 the Proxy Materials one
or more additional candidates who would run in opposition to the Boardi’s candidates for a fixed
number of seats. As such, the Proposal may properly be omitted because it seeks to establish a
procedure that would result in contested elections of directors in direct violation of Rule
14a-8(1)(8).

We recognize that the Commission has deferred from its December 13, 2006 meeting its
consideration of the issues raised by the decision of the United States Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit in American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees Employees
Pension Plan v. American International Group, Inc., 462 F.3d 121 (2d (I:ll' 2006) (“AFSCME v.
AIG”). Tt is important to note, however, that the Staff’s authority with respect to the Company’s
request that it concur with the Company’s decision to exclude the Proposal is not limited by the
decision of the Second Circuit Court of Appeals. The AFSCMFE v. AIG dCClSlon 1s only binding on
the Staff within the Second Circuit, and the Company’s omission of the Proposatl from its Proxy
Materials for the 2007 Annual Stockholders Meeting will occur outside of the Second Circuit. The
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit is the applicable _]Lll’lSdlCth[l because the
Company is headquartered in Texas and will hold its annual meeting there That court has noted
that generally recognized principle that it is not bound by the decisions of other circuits. See, e.g.,
{U.S. v. Phillips, 210 F.3d 345, 351 n.4 (5th Cir. 2000) (even where courts of other circuits have
adopted precedent of Fifth Circuit, the court “of course, [is] not bound’} by the case law and
decisions of such other circuit). Accordingly, the Staff’s ability to concur that the Company may
exclude the Proposal pursuant to Rule 14a-8(1)(8) 1s not constrained by the Second Circuit decision
and it should do so for the reasons set forth above.

2. Rule 14a-8(1}(3) — Violation of Proxv_ Rules

Rule 14a-8(1)(3) permits the exclusion of a stockholder proposé] from a company’s proxy
materials when “the proposal or supporting statement is contrary to an!y of the Commission’s
proxy rules.” The Proposal would implement procedures that are 1ncon51stent with the
Commission’s proxy rules including Rule 14a-12 and other rules govemmg proxy contests
promulgated by the Commission. For example, the Commission’s rules require that persons
seeking to solicit proxies in support of an opposition slate of dlrectors’ﬁle and deliver a separate
proxy statement. The Proposal would result in the nominees of any three percent shareholder
being included in the Company’s proxy materials, which would requ1re the Company to file and
deliver to shareholders proxy information regarding contested electlons that it has not prepared
and over the contest of which it has no control. The inclusion of such information in the
Company's proxy materials would create confusion and would be contrary to the Commission’s
current policies and procedures that require that disclosure regarding hommat]ons of directors in
opposition of those selected by the Company stand apart from the general proxy disclosure of the
Company.
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3. Rule 14a-8(1)(6) — Absence of Power/Authoritv

l

|

Rule 14a-8(1)(6) provides that a proposal may be excluded if “the{ company would lack the
power or authority to implement the proposal.” In 1998, the Commlssmn noted that while
exclusion would not normally be justified if the proposal merely requlres a company to ask for
cooperation from a third party, see, e.g., Northeast Utilities System (Nov 7, 1996) (proposal that
the company ask a third party to coordinate annual meetings held by pubtlc companies), exclusmn

may be justified where implementing the proposal would require 1nterve1nmg action by
independent third parties. See Release No 34-40018 (May 21, 1998) at n[ote 20.

The Proposal would, if implemented, require the Company to pezl"mit certain shareholders
to require the Company to include their candidate for the Board of Directors in the Company’s
proxy statement along with certain disclosure information as well as a 500-word supporting
statement. Because the Company has liability for its proxy statement, requiring the inclusion of
information that is provided by someone over whom the Company has no control opens the
Company to potential risk and litigation. The last sentence of the Proposal acknowledges this
problem and seeks to solve it by requiring that: *The Board of Directors shall adopt a procedure for
timely resolving disputes over whether the Disclosure and Statement cm'nply with this Section 5
and SEC Rules.” This requirement is inherently beyond the power of the Company to implement.
Any such dispute resolution procedure would, by its nature, require the mtervemng action by third
_ parties over whom the Company has no control (an mdependent third party) The Board of
| Directors cannot create a procedure that will ensure that an insurgent shfareholder as an
' independent third party, will be reasonable and will cooperate with the Company in resolving

disputes over whether that shareholders’ disclosure information and 500 word statement of
' support are accurate and comply with securities laws, especially Rule l4a—9 Because any
resolution of disputes over whether the disclosure and 500-word statement comply with
Commission rules necessarily depends on the intervention of independent third parties (an
insurgent shareholder), the Board of Directors of the Company simply lacks the power to
implement the Proposal and the Company may exclude the Proposal pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(6).
i III. CONCLUSION }’

The Company respectfully requests that the Staff confirm that it will not recommend any
enforcement action to the Commission if the Proposal is omitted from the Company’s Proxy
Materials for the 2007 Annual Meeting. Should the Staff disagree with! our conclustons regarding
the omission of the Proposal, or should any additional information be des;red in support of our
position, we would appreciate the opportunity to confer with the Staff concerning these matters
prior to the issuance of the Staff's response.

i
|
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If you have any quéstions or would like any additional information regarding this matter,

please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at 713 497-7465.

. Sincerely,

Michael L_Jt

Attachments

cc: Seneca Capital, L.P.




Exhibit A
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December 18, 2006

|

{

i

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS AND FACSIMILE

Reliant Energy, Inc.
P.0.Box 1384 : ;
Houston, Texas 77251-1384 '
Attention: Corporate Secretary

Facsimile: 713-497-0140- 3

Re: Shareholder Proposal of Seneca Capital, L.P.

Ladics and Gentlemen: !

Seneca Capital, L.P. currently owns, and has continuously owned, at least $2,000 in
market value of the shares of the common stock, $1 par value (the “Common Stock™), of
Reliant Energy, Inc. (the “Company™) for more than 1 year as of today's date. Semeca
Capital, L.P. intends to continue to hold at least $2,000 in market value of the Company's
Common Stock through the date of the Company's 2007 annual meeting ?f shareholders.

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8, Seneca Capital, L.P. is hereby submitting the enclosed
shareholder proposal and supporting statement (the “Proposal”) for inclusion in the
Company's proxy materials and for presentation to a vote of sharcholders at the
Company's 2007 annual meeting of shareholders. ‘

Please contact us if you would like to diseuss the Proposal or if you have any questions.

Very truly yours, |

SENECA CAPITAL, L.P.
By: SENECA CAPITAL ADVISORS, LLC, its general partner

.y

Name: Doug Hirsch
Title: Managing Member
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RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 109 of the Delaware General Corpora'tion Law,8Del. C. §
109, the stockholders of Reliamt Energy, Inc. (“Reliant Energy” or the “Company”) hereby
amend Article 111 the Company’s Bylaws by adding a new Section 5, and renumbering the
existing Secticns 5 through 11 as Sections 6 through 12: .'

Section 5. Proxy Access For Certain Candidates Nominated By Stockholders.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of these Bylaws to the confrary, the
Company shall include in its proxy marerials for a meeting of stockholders the
name, together with the Disclosure and Statement (both defined below), of any
person nominated for election to the Board of Directors by a stockholder or group
thereof that satisfies the requirements of this Section 5 (the “Qualified
Nominatoer™), and allow stockholders to vote with respect to such nominee on the
Company’s proxy card for that meeting. FEach Qualified Nominator may
nominate one candidate for election at 2 meeting. ;

To be eligible 1o make 2 nomination, 2 Qualified Neminator must: :
(2) have beneficially owned 3% or more of the Company’s outstanéing common
stock (the ‘Required Shares’) for at least one year; l

(b) provide written notice received by the Company’s Secretary within the time
period specified in Section 4 of Article LIl of the Bylaws containing (i) with
respect 10 the nominee, (A) the information required by Items 7(a), (b) and {¢) of
SEC Schedule 14A (such information is referred to herein as the ‘Disclosure”) and
{B) such nominee's consent to being named in the proxy statement and to serving
as a director if elected; and (ii) with respect to the Qualified Nominatar, proof of

ownership of the Required Shares; and !

(c) execute an undertaking that it agrees to (i) assume all liability of any violation
of law or regulation arising out of the Qualified Nominator’s communications
with stoclhalders, including the Disclosure (ii) to the extent it uses soliciting
material other than the Company’s proxy materials, comply with“ all laws and
regulations relating thereto, : . :

The Qualified Nominator shall have the option to furnish 2 statement, not to
exceed 500 words, in support of the nominee’s candidacy (the “Statement”), at the
time the Disclosure is submitted to the Company’s Secretary. The Board of
Directors shall adopt & procedure for timely resolving disputes over whether
notice of a nomination was timely given and whether the Disclosure and
Statement comply with this Section 5 and SEC Rules. .'

SUPPORTING STATEMENT [

The Company’s stockholders currently have little control over the procqés by which director
candidates are nominated. Stockholders whose suggested nominees are not supported by the
Company have no recourse other than sponsoring 2 dissident election campaign, which can be a




f

prohibitively expensive process, We believe that access to the proxy for purposes of electing a
director nominated by stockholders is an effective mechanism for ensuring accountability.

WE URGE YOU TO VOTE “YES” FOR PROXY ACCESS. |

AP AAAYT ieverm vy ANBT INT 7Y




e”ant Michael L. Jines * P.O. Box 1384
\R Senior Vice President and . Houston, TX 77251
General Counsel’ * Voice: 7134977465
nefg}/m ! Fax: 7134970140

December 29, 2006 !

Via Federal Express and Facsimile

i
Seneca Capatal, L.P. |
590 Madison Avenue, 28" Floor i
New York, NY 10022 |
Attention: Mr. Doug Hirsch J
Facsimile: (212) 758-6060 !

Dear Mr. Hirsch, . ‘

We are in receipt of the letter dated December 18, 2006 in which you
proposed, on behalf of Seneca Capital, L.P., that Reliant Energy, Inc. (the
“Company”) include a resolution in its proxy materials and present the same to a
vote of the Company’s stockholders at the Company s 2007 annual meeting of
stockholders. We have reviewed your proposal in the context of Rule 14a-8 of
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, which governs the
qualifications a stockholder must meet, as well as the procedures, for making a
proper proposal and the bases on which the Company may exclude a stockholder
proposal from its proxy statement. |

3
!

Seneca Capital, L.P. has not established its eligibility to makc a proposal
in accordance with Rule 14a-8. The Company’s records indicate that Seneca
Capital, L.P. has been a continuous record holder of at least $2,000 worth of the
Company’s stock since March 9, 2006, which is less than one year from the date
the proposal was submitted. In order to establish Seneca Capital, L.P.’s eligibility
to include a proposal in our proxy statement, please provide us with adequate
evidence as required by Rule 14a-8(b)(2), such as a written statement from the
former record holder of Seneca Capital, L.P.’s securities, verifying that Seneca
Capital, L.P. had continuously held the required securities of the' Company for a
period beginning at least one year prior to the time the proposal was submitted
and ending no earlier than the time Seneca Capital, L.P. became a record holder
of the Company.

A response providing this information must be post-marke;d or transmitted
electronically to us no later than 14 days from the date you receive this letter.
Should eligibility be properly established by complying with the procedures set
“forth above, we will further evaluate the proposal contained in your December 18,
2006 letter, and we reserve the right to seek to exclude the proposal if in the
Company’s judgment the exclusion of such proposal in the proxy materials would
be in accordance with the Securities and Exchange Commission proxy rules.

{00061758.1 / (2-0052-2604}
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Thank you for your interest in the Company.

" Very truly yours, -

{00061798.1 7 02-0052-2604)
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SENECA CAPITAL

INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP

January 12, 2007 f‘I 1

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS AND FACSIMILE

Reliant Energy, Inc.

P.0. Box 1384

Houston, Texas 77251-1384
Aftention: Michael L. Jines

,-AA e B et [t RN

Facsimile: 713-497-0140

Re: Shareholder Proposal of Seneca Capital, L.P.

!
Dear Mr. Jines: |

r :
In response to your letter dated December 29, 2006, please find enclosed a written .
statement from Bear, Stearns Securities Coxp., record holder of Reliant Energy, Inc. (the ?’ ;
“Company”) common stock, $1 par value (the “Common Stock™), which confirms that at |
the time Seneca Capital, L.P. submittcd its proposal and supportting statement to the |}
‘Company for inclusion in the Compeny’s proxy materials and for presentation to a vote 1" :
of shareholders at the Company’s 2007 annual meeting of shareholde;rs, Seneca Capital, :
L.P. owned in excess of $2.000 in market value of the Company’s Common Stock
continuously for over a year.
[ |
This letter also will serve to reaffirm Seneca Capital, L.P.’s intention ‘.to hold at least
$2,000 in market value of the Company’s Common Stock through the date of the
Company’s 2007 annual meeting when its shareholder proposal will be considered, We
also intend to have an agent of Scneca Capital, L.P. attend and present the proposal at the
|

Company’s 2007 annual meeting.

!

" Please contact us if you have any further questions. £
!

Very truly yours, |

|

SENECA CAPITAL, L.P. i

By: SENECA CAPITAL ADVISORS, LLC, its general partner

Namé: Doug Hirsch

i
Title: Managing Member |
i
;

£on Madiean Avonnn 2Rth Flnnr New York. NY 10022 Tel (212) 371-1300 Fax: {212} 758-5060

!
; |

' i
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' Benar, Stearns Securities Corp.

BEAR ' " | OneMetroTech Center North
STEARNS | Breokly, NY 11201
Te! (347) 643-1000

' www globalclearing. com

January 11, 2007

Seneca Capital LP
590 Madison Avenue, 28th Floor _
New York, NY 10022-8592 . I

Re:  Reliant Energy Inc. Common Stock, 51 par value; Cusip : 75952810:5 (the “Stocks™)

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please allow this letter to verify the market value of Seneca Capital LP (the “Fund”)
hoidings in the Stocks. '

|

The Fund maintains a certain account (the “Account”) with Bear, Stearns Securitics
Corp. ("BSSC™). According to the records of BSSC, a3 of December 18, 2005 through the date
hereof, the Fund, via the Account, has been the beneficial owner of the Stocks and has
continuously held in excess of $2,000.00 in market value of the Stocks.
t
Very truly yours, ’
Bear, Steams Securities Corp.

By: I
John Callanan
Senior Managing Director

Amm|mlmm[mim|m}m;nmm|mm|m¢n]mm
unm|m[mwmqmmm|mmfmrm[am,m;m




SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER & FLOM

DIRECT DIAL.
202-371-7550
DIRECT DIAL
202-881-86200
EMAIL ADDRESS DIAL
A LEY

1440 NEW YORK AVENUE, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-2t11
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U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
Division of Corporation Finance
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RE:  Reliant Energy, Inc. — Omission of Stockholder

Proposal of Seneca Capital, L.P.

On behalf of Reliant Energy, Inc. (the “Company™), we are submitting
the following information to supplement the Company’s letter dated January 16,
2007 (i) a complaint that was filéd today by the Company in the U.S. District Court
for the Southern District of Texas and (ii) a related press release issued today by the
Company. The complaint secks a declaratory judgment that the Company may
properly omit the stockholder proposal that is the subject of the Company’s January

16, 2007 letter to the Commission from its proxy materials.

Enclosures

Sincerely yours,

i,

Michael P. Rogan

cc: Seneca Capital, L.P.
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS:

HOUSTON DIVISION C
$ ;
RELIANT ENERGY, INC,, § :

Plaintiff, § :
§ Case No. ,'
v, § ;
§  COMPLAINT
SENECA CAPITAL, L.P., § :
Defendant. § ‘i
§ i

Plaintiff Reliant Energy, Inc. (“Reliant” or the "Company") ﬁles this Complaint for
declaratory relief pursuant to FED. R, CIv. P. 57 and 28 U.S.C. §§ éZO] and 2202 against
Seneca Capital, L.P. ("Seneca") as follows: |

NATURE OF ACTION

1. Reliant seeks a declaratory judgment that it may piroperly omit from the
proxy materials (the "Proxy Materials") to be distributed by Relian;; in connection with its
2007 annual meeting of stockholders (the "2007 Annual Mee.:ting") a proposal and

t
supporting statement (the "Proposal") submitted by Seneca, a Relian;t stockholder, to Reliant
on December 18, 2006. The Proposal seeks the amendment of ithe Company's Bylaws
regarding the nomination and election of persons to the Reliant Boalrd of Directors.

2. A company's obligation to include a stockholderé proposal in its proxy
materials is addressed at 17 C.F.R. § 240.14a-8.' Rule 14a-8 outl['jnes specific exceptions
under which a company may exclude an otherwise properly—submit{ed stockholder proposal

!

from its proxy materials. The Proposal falls within the exceptions outlined at 17 C.F.R. §

1
1

: This C.F.R. provision is commonly referred to as Rule 14a—8 under the Securities

Exchange Act of 1934 (the "Exchange Act").




x
|
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14a-8(i)(3) (violation of proxy rules), (6) (absence of power/authority), and (8) (proposals
related to election for membership on a compziny‘s board of directors). ?Accordingly, Reliant
is not required to include the Proposal in the Proxy Materials to be dist:ributed in connection

with its 2007 Annual Meeting. }

3. Reliant believes that the Proposal is outside the mai:nst:ream of corporate

governance, is not in the best interests of the Company's stockholde;rs, and should not be

submitted in the Proxy Materials, ,

4, The Securities ﬁnd Exchange Commission (the "Cc%mmission"), through
rules in place for many years, has concluded that stockholder proposials regarding director
elections should be excluded from a company's proxy materials, a‘nd instead should be
included in-proxy materials filed by a stockholder itself. This wéll-rcasoned approach
furthers important public policies. For instance, it (a) reduces the n'sk? that a single minority
stockholder can nominate a director whose loyalty runs to the Speci!ﬁc stockholder ra-ther
than the stockholders generally, (b) reduces the potential for divisive :é.nd expensive director
elections, (c) enhances management and the Board's ability to focus on business matters as
opposed to serial proxy contests, and (d) ensures that a nominating st¢f::ckholder, as opposed
to a company, bears the costs of such director nominations. Recbgrni:zing that stockholders
need a vehicle to nominate directors, the Commission created a diﬁei’mt set of regulations,
iﬁcluding Commission Rule 14a-12, that allow stockholders to nomins:;te directors in a proxy
statement that they create and file. The Commission's approach heref struck an appropriate
balance among the various public policies served by the securities la\:vs. Seneca's approach

would upset this balance. Rather than promoting good corporatcfgovema.nce, it would

undermine it.
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5. Until recently, the interpretation of Rule 14a-8(i)(8) was not in doubt, as the

i
Commission repeatedly stated that companies were not required to iilclude in their proxy
materials proposals such as that submitted by Seneca. Last fall, however, the Second Circuit

|
held that such proposals did not fall within the Rule 14a-8(i)(8)[ exemption. Reliant
|

respectfully disagrees with the Second Circuit's conclusion and, more importantly, believes

{

that including the Proposal in the Company's Proxy Materials is not in the best interests of
Reliant's stockholders. Indeed, in the wake of the Second Clircuit's decision, the
Commission has been working on a “carefully considered proposal tl}at will ensure there is
one, clear rule to protect investors’ interests.” Reliant believes thatg the Proposal—which
fails to include many important safeguards that the Commission's eajlr]ier proposals on this
subject included—would subvert both public policy and be inconsistent with whatever the

Commission ultimately proposes. Accordingly, Reliant seeks a declaratory judgment that it

is not required to include the Proposal in its Proxy Materials. |
|
|
6. Plaintiff Reliant Energy, Inc. is a corporation organized under the laws of

THE PARTIES

Delaware with its principal place of business located at 1000 Mailn St., Houston, Texas

77002. . II

7. Defendant Seneca Capital, L.P. is a Delaware limite:d partnership. Seneca

may be served with process by service on Doug Hirsch, Managilgg Member of Seneca
b

Capital Advisors, LLC, Seneca's general partner, at 590 Madison A?‘/enue, 28th Floor, New

York, New York 10022 or on ité registered agent for service of process.

|
|
|
i
|
|
1
t
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!
|
f
:
i
i

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

8. This Court has jurisdiction over Reliant’s claim for declaratory relief

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331 because the action arises under the Securities Exchange Act of

?
1934 (the "Exchange Act") and 17 C.F.R. § 240.14a-8, as hereinafter fnore fully appears.

9. Jurisdiction over Seneca is proper because Seneca is iioing business in the
State of Texas, including through its continuing contacts with Reliantf in the State of Texas
and through its request to Reliant in Houston that Reliant include the Proposal in the Proxy
Materials for stockholders to vote on at the annual stockholder meetil"llg in Houston.

10.  Venue s proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. § 1391 because a substantial
part of the events giving rise to the claim occurred in this district. l

|
PLAINTIFF'S STATEMENT OF FACTS

11.  On December 18, 2006, Seneca submitted to Reliant the Proposal and asked
that it be included in Reliant's Proxy Materials and submitted to a \%ote of stockholders at
Reliant's 2007 Annual Meeting.

12.  The Proposal secks the amendment of Reliant's Ij3ylaws regarding the
nomination and election of persons to the Reliant Board of Dircctors.f The Proposal seeks to

amend Reliant’s Bylaws by adding the following provision: 3

Section 5. Proxy Access For Certain Candidates Nominated by Stockholders.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of these Bylaws to the contrary, the

Company shall include in its proxy materials for a meeting of stockholders
the name, together with the Disclosure and Statement (both defined below),
of any person nominated for election to the Board of Directors by a
stockholder or group thereof that satisfies the requirements °|f this Section 5
(the "Qualified Nominator"), and allow stockholders to vote with respect to
such nominee on the Company's proxy card for that meeting.| Each Qualified

Nominator may nominate one candidate for election at a meeting.
[

1
(
b
i
|
!
|
|
1
!
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To be eligible to make a nomination, a Qualified Nominator mt}st:
|

(a) have beneficially owned 3% or more of the Company’§ outstanding

common stock (the Required Shares') for at least one year; |

(c) execute an undertaking that it agrees to (i) assume all liability of any
violation of law or regulation arising out of the Qualified Nominator's
communications with stockholders, including the Disclosure (ii) to the extent
it uses soliciting material other than the Company's proxy matenals, comply
with all 1aws and regulations relating thereto. l

exceed 500 words, in support of the nominee's candidacy (the "Statement'), at
the time the Disclosure is submitted to the Company's Secretary. The Board
of Directors shall adopt a procedure for timely resolving disputes over
whether notice of a nomination was timely given and whether the Disclosure
and Statement comply with this Section 5 and SEC Rules.

‘ The Qualified Nominator shall have the option to furnish a smiemmt, not to
|
|

13.  Rule 14a-8(i) establishes thirteen exceptions to the g’%nera] rule requiring
companies to include properly-presented stockholder proposals in pr:oxy materials. If an
otherwise properly-presented stockholder proposal falls within one of these thirteen

exceptions, a company may exclude that proposal from a company's proxy materials.
I

|

Included in the exceptions are the following; 5

(3) Violation of proxy rules: If the proposal or supporting istatement is
contrary to any of the Commission's proxy rules, including § 240.14a-9,
which prohibits materially false or misleading statcmcnts in proxy
soliciting materials;

(6) Absence of power/authority: If a company would lack the power or
authority to implement the proposal; or .

|
(8) Relates to election: If the proposal relates to an ‘election for
membership on a company's board of directors or analogous governing
body. .

17 C.F.R. § 240.142-8()(3), (6), and (8).




f
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14.  If a company intends to exclude a stockholder proposal from its proxy
materials, it must file a statement of its reasons with the Commiss‘ion no later than 80
calendar days before it files its definitive proxy statement. 17 C.F.R. § 240.14a-8(j). If the
Staff in the Division of Corporation Finance (the "Staff") agrees withi a company’s reasons
for excluding a stockholder proposal from its proxy materials, the Staf:’f issues a "no action"
letter, confirming that the Staff will not recommend an enforcement afction 11 Tesponse to a
company's exclusion of the proposal from its proxy materials in reliancie on Rule 14a-8(i)(8).

15.  Reliant expects to file its definitive Proxy Materials with the Commission on
or about April 6, 2007.

16.  On January 16, 2007, Reliant timely filed with the C(;nunission its reasons
for exclusion of the Proposal from the Proxy Materials and requested t;he concurrence of the
Staff with Reliant's view that, pursuant to Rule 14a-8(1)(3), (6), and tS), the Proposal may
properly be omitted from the Proxy Materials. A copy of Relian:t's submission to the
Commission is attached as Exhibit A. As of the date of this filing, th:e Commission has not

responded to Reliant's January 16, 2007 submission. !

17. The Commission has developed a comprehensive regulatory framework

F
concerning the securities markets, including regulations governing the nomination and
election of a corporation's directors. This regulatory framework does :not allow direct access
to a company's proxy materials for inclusion of stockholder norr!iinees for a contested
election to a board of directors. Rather, st{')ckholders may nom:inate directors by (a)
submittipg a nomination to the Company, pursuant to Article III, Seéﬁon 4 of the Company

Bylaws and (b) filing a proxy statement, at their own expense, iwith the Comumission

pursuant to Rule 14a-12 and other rules governing proxy contests promulgated by the

]
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|

' !
Commission. Seneca seeks to develop a procedure that would circumvent the Rule
I

14a-8(i)(8) exclusion by first amending the corporate bylaws, followéd the next year with
nomination of candidates that the Company would be required to incflude within its proxy
materials, which absent the bylaw amendment, would be prohibited unéier Rule 14a-(8)(i}(8)
and would result in contested elections of directors,' without the proPonent filing its own

proxy materials.

18.  The Commission has rejected similar efforts to bypass Rule 14a-8(1)(8). The
|
Commission has repeatedly concluded in recent years that a stockholder proposal submitted

under Rule 14a-8 is not the proper means to achieve an election contest. Specifically, the

Staff has issued "no action" letters, permitting the exclusion of proiposals similar to that
proposed by Seneca under Rule 14a-8(i)(8). See AOL Time Wame{' Inc. {avail. Feb, 28,
2003); Eastman Kodak Co. (avail. Feb. 28, 2003); Exxon Mobil Corp. :(avail. Feb. 28, 2003);
Sears, Roebuck & Co. (avail. Feb. 28, 2003), The Bank of New York C;b., Inc. (avail. Feb. 28,
2003); Citigroup Inc. (avail. April 14, 2003) (Recon.). ;

19. For example, in a "no action” letter issued to Oxford_; Health Plans, Inc. in
February 2000, the Staff stated, "It appears that the proposal, ra'?cher than establishing
procedures for nomination or qualification generally, would establish a procedure that may
result in contested elections of directors, which is a matter more aépropriately addressed

|
under rule 14a-12." [

1
20.  Consistent with its statutory and fiduciary duties, jthe Reliant Board of
!
Directors annually nominates a full slate of candidates for all avaiilable board seats and

submits the slate to the stockholders for election at the Cornpany‘s: annual meeting, The

bylaw amendment sought by the Proposal would require the Company to include in its proxy



1
1
¢
.
'
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l

t

|

materials one or more additional candidates who would run in opposition to the Board's
'

candidates for a fixed number of seats. Accordingly, the Company may exclude the

Proposal from the Proxy Materials under Rule 14a-8(i)(8) as it would ;cstablish a procedure

that may result in contested elections of directors. ;

21.  Reliant has concluded that the Proposal should bé e_{xcluded for multiple
reasons, including that it (a) increases the risk that a single mincérity stockholder can
nominate a director whose loyalty runs to the specific stockhoider rather than the
stockholders generally, (b) increases the potential for divisive an‘d expensive director
elections, (c) undermines management and the Board's ability to focufs on business matters
as opposed to serial proxy contests, {d) improperly shifts to thei: Company (and the
Company's stockholders) the costs that should be borne by the nomimftting stockholder; and
(€) is unnecessary because the Company has already adopted pirocedures that allow
stockholders to nominate directors and campaign for them. The Co%;nmission, through its
proxy rules, has established the mechanics as to how contested electior}l campaigns should be
conducted. '

22, Inaddition, adoption of the Proposal would further estzjiblish élprocess that is
inconsistent with the Commission's proxy rules, including Rule 1‘i4a-12 and other rules
governing proxy contests promulgated by the Commission. Under the Commission's current
rules, persons seeking to solicit proxies in support of an opposition slate of directors must
file and deliver a separate proxy statement. The Proposal, in contralst, would result in the
nominees of any three percent stockholder being included in t;he Company's Proxy

Materials. The Company would be required to file and deliver to stockholders proxy

information that it has not prepared regarding contested elections ,over which it has no




j
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;

control. The inclusion of such information in the Company's proxy materials could create
!

confusion and would be contrary to the Commission's current regulatio:ns. Accordingly, the
Company may exclude the Proposal from the Proxy Materials under R‘[ule 14a-8(1)(3).

23.  Likewise, the Reliant Board lacks the power to implenéent the Proposal as it
would require the Company to include a supporting statement prepafred by someone over
whom the Company has no control in the Company's Proxy Materials, %)pening the Company
to potential risk and litigation. Because resolution of disputes over wﬁcther the stockholder
disclosure and supporting statement comply with the Commission rlélles would depend on
the intervention of independent third parties, the Company may exclude the Proposal from

the Proxy Materials under Rule 14a-8(i)(6).

CLAIM FOR DECLARATORY RELIEF '

24.  Reliant seeks a declaration pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § i201 that the Proposal

may properly be omitted from the Proxy Materials pursuant to Rule 1«:4a-8(i)(3), (6), and (8).
25.  The declaratory relief sought in this action will cIari;fy and settle the legal
{

relations between the parties and will afford relief from the uncertainty and controversy that

presently exist with respect to the parties’ respective rights and ‘obligations under the
Exchange Act.

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Reliant prays for the following relief:

Al A declaration that Reliant may properly omit the Pr;oposal from the Proxy
Materials pursuant to Rule 14a-8(1)(3), (6), and (8); and

B. Such other relief as to which it may be entitled. |

Dated: January 29, 2007
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OF COUNSEL:

Wallis M. Hampton

State Bar No. 00784199

Kelley M. Keller

State Bar No. 11198240

SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE,
MEAGHER & FLOM LLP

1000 Louisiana, Suite 6800

Houston, Texas 77002

Telephone No.: 713-655-5100

Facsimile No.: 888-329-6146

|

1
|

Respectfully submitted, .
{s/ Charles W. Schwartz_°
Charles W. Schwartz
State Bar No. 17861300
S.D. Tex. No. 603
Attomey in Charge
SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE,
MEAGHER & FLOM LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 6800
Houston, TX 77002 !
Telephone No.: 713-655-5160
Facsimile No.: 888-329-2286

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
RELIANT ENERGY, INC.

t
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Re”ant Michacl L. Jines 1P.O. Box 1384
\ Senior Vice President and FHouston, TX 77251

General Counsel | Voice: 713-497-7465
nerg}/na Fax; 7134970140

VIA HAND DELIVERY

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission '
Division of Corporation Finance
Office of Chief Counscl ‘
100 F Street
Washington, DC 20549 !

Re: Reliant Energy, Inc. - Omission of Stockholder Proposal of Sene::ca Capital, L.P.

|
|

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8()) under the Securities Exchange Act of 1234, as amended (the
“Exchange Act”), Reliant Energy, Inc., a Delaware corporation (the “Company™), is hereby
" submitting this letter to respectfully request that the Staff of the Division of Corporation Finance
(the “Staff”) of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Commission’ "} concur with the
Company’s view that, for the reasons stated below, the stockholder proposal and supporting
statement thercof (the “Proposal”) submitted by Seneca Capital, L.P. (the:“Proponent™) may
properly be omitted from the proxy materials (the “Proxy Matenals”) to bc distributed by the

Company in connection with its 2007 annual meeting of stockholders (the %2007 Annual
Meeting”). The Proposal and all related correspondence are attached heréto as Exhibit A.

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Company expects to file its definitive Proxy Materials with the Commission on or
about April 6, 2007. Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j), enclosed herewith are six (6) copies of this lefter
and Exhibit A. Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(j), this letter is being filed with the Commission no later
than cighty (80) calendar days before the Company files its definitive 2007 Proxy Materials with
the Commission. On behalf of the Company, we hereby agree to promptly forward to the
Proponent any Staff response to this no-action request that the Staff transmits by facsimile to the
Company only.

Exhibit A I
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Rellant Energy !

L The Proposal :
t

On December 18, 2006, the Company received the Proposal for incl:usion in its Proxy
Matenals. The text of the Proposal is reprinted below as it was submitted to the Company:

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 109 of the Delaware General
Corporation Law, 8 Del. C. § 109, the stockholders of Reliant Energy, Inc.
(“Reliant Energy” or the “Company”) hereby amend Article III of the
" Company’s Bylaws by adding a new Section 5 and renumbering the existing
Sections 5 through 11 as Sections 6 through 12: ‘

Section 5. Proxy Access For Certain Candidates Nominated by
Stockholders. Notwithstanding any other provision of these
Bylaws to the contrary, the Company shall include in its proxy
materials for a meeting of stockholders the name, together with
the Disclosure and Statement (both defined below), of any
person nominated for election to the Board of Directors by a
stockholder or group thereof that satisfies the requjremcnts:; of
this Section 5 (the “Qualified Nominator”), and allow
stockholders to vote with respect to such nominee on the
Company’s proxy card for that meeting. Each Qualified
Nominator may nominate one candidate for election at a
meeting.

To be eligible, a Qualified Nominator must:

(8) have beneficially owned 3% or more of the Company’s
outstanding common stock (the ‘Required Shares™}
continuously for at least one year,
}

(b) provide written notice received by the Company’s Secretary
within the time period specified in Section 4 of Article III of the
Bylaws containing (i) with respect to the nominee, (A) the
information required by Items 7(a), (b) and (c) of SEC Schedule
14A (such information is referred to herein s the *Disclosure™)
and (B) such nominee’s consent to being named in the proxy
statement and to serving as a director if elected; and (ii) with
respect to the Qualified Nominator, proof of ownership of the
Required Shares; and

|
(c) execute an undertaking that it agrees to (i} assume all liability
of any violation of law or regulation arising out of the Qualified
Nominator’s communications with stockholders, including the
Disclosure (ii) to the extent it uses soliciting material other than
the Company’s proxy materials, comply with all laws and |
|
|

2 fi
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regulations relating thereto.

The Qualified Nominator shall have the option to fumnish a
statement, not to exceed 500 words, in support of the nominee’s
candidacy (the “Statement”), at the time the D\sclosure 18
submitted to the Company’s Secretary. The Board of Directors
shall adopt a procedure for timely resolving disputes over
whether notice of 2 nomination was timely given and whether
the Disclosure and Statement comply with this Section 5 and
SEC rules.

I. GROUNDS FOR OMISSION f

1. Rule 14a-8(i)(8) - Relates to Election of Directors !

|
Rule 14a-8(i)(8) permits the exclusion of a stockholder proposal from a company’s proxy
materials when the proposal “relates to an election for membership on the company’s board of
directors or analogous governing body.” As discussed below, Commission statements and Staff
precedent in this regard support our view that the Proposal is excludable under Rule 14a-3(i)(8)
since the Proposal would establish a procedure that may result in contested elections of directors.

The Commission has stated that “the principal purpose of [Rule 14;3-8(i)(8)] is to make
clear, with respect to corporate elections, that Rule 14a-8 is not the proper means for conducting
campaigns or effecting reforms in elections of that nature, since other proxyrules. .. are
applicable thereto.” SEC Release No. 34-12598 (July 7, 1976) (emphasis added). Specifically, the
Staff has consistently and on multiple occasions permitted exclusion of proposals and supporting
materials with respect to similar proposals in reliance on Rule 14a-8(i)(8) (or its predecessor Rule
142-8(c)(8)) because such proposals “rather than establishing procedures for nomination or
qualification generally, would establish a procedure that may result in contested elections of
directors.” See AOL Time Warner Inc. (avail. Feb. 28, 2003); Eastman Kodak Co. (avail. Feb. 28,
2003); Exxon Mobil Corp. (avail. Feb. 28, 2003); Sears, Roebuck & Co. (avail. Feb. 28, 2003);
The Bank of New York Co., Inc. (avail. Feb. 28, 2003); Citigroup Inc. (avail. April 14, 2003)
(Recon.) (all permitting exclusion of a proposal to amend the bylaws to require that the company
include the name, along with certain disclosures and statements, of any person nominated for
election to the board by a stockholder who beneficially owns three percent or more of the
company’s outstanding common stock). l

Further, the Staff has permitted numerous companies to exclude, in reliance on Rule
142-8(i)(8), stockholder proposals that sought to require that, if beneficial owners of at least three
percent of the company’s common stock nominated candidates for the board of directors, the
company would include the names of those nominees in its proxy materials and afford stockholder
the same opportunity to vote for those nominees as provided for the company’s nominees. See
Wilshire Oil Co. of Texas (avail. Mar. 28, 2003); Oxford Health Plans, Inc. (avail. Feb. 23, 2000)
(in which the Staff noted: “It appears that the proposal, rather than establishing procedures for
nomination or qualification generally, would establish a procedure that may result in contested
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elections of directors, which is a matter more appropriately addressed under rule 14a-12."; AT&T
Corp. (avail. Jan. 24, 2000); BellSouth Corp. (avail. Jan. 24, 2000); The Coca-Cola Co. (avail. Jan.
24, 2000); Ford Motor Co. (avail. Jan. 24, 2000); Citigroup Inc. (avail. Jan. 21, 2000), Newmont
Mining Corp. (avail. Jan. 18, 2000); Black & Decker Corp. (avail. Jan. 18, 2000) This extensive
Staff precedent reflects the Commission’s intention that Rule 14a-8(i)(8) is not the proper means
to achieve electmn contests — regardless of whether a contest would result lmmedmtely or
subsequently.’

Consistent with the Commission precedent noted above in which similar proposals have
been omitted from proxy materials, the Proposal would establish a procedure that would result in
contested elections of directors. As such, the Proposal provides that any “Quahﬁed Nominator”

!

' Seealso Merck & Co., Inc. (avail. Jan. 25, 2004) (proposal requiring that the registrant include in its proxy materials
an alternative siate of directors proposed by the ten lergest stockholders of record); Goldﬁcld Corp. (avail. April 9,
2002) (proposal requesting that company develop bylaws to “qualify nominees who have dcmunstratcd a meaningfuol
level of stockholder support and to provide them with free and equal ballot access.™); Srorage Technology Corp. (avail.
Mar. 22, 2002) (permrrtmg the exclusion of a stockholder proposal recommending that the  company amend its bylaws
to require the inclusion in its proxy materials of the name of each candidate for the board nominated by stockholders);
General Motors Corp. (avail. Mar. 22, 2001) {(concurring that the company could exclude a proposal asking it to
publish the names of all director nominees and a “goals™ statement); United Road Services (avail. May 5, 2000)
{permitting exclusion of a proposal that would amend the bylaws to require that each duly-nominated director
candidate be listed in the company's proxy materials and that the company's proxy materials contain the same type
acd amount of information about cach such candidate); Kmart Corp. {avail. Mar. 23, 2000) (permitting the comnpany to
exclude a proposal requiring it to grant any two percent stockholder access to the proxy statement for the purpose of
presenting a non-management candidate for election to the board); Storage Technology Corp (avail. Mar. 11, 1998)
(permitting exclusion of a proposal that the company amend its bylaws and charter to require that the proxy staterment
include a list of stockholder nominees for the board holding a certain number of the cormpany’s shares); BellSouth
Corp. (avail. Feb. 4, 1998) (permitting exclusion of a proposal recommending a bylaw providing that stockholder
rominees to the board would be inctuded in the company’s proxy materials); Unocal Corp. (ava:l Feb. &, 1991)
{permitting exclusion of a proposal recommending a bylaw to require the company to mchuic i ifs proxy materials the
names of any stockholder’s director nominces and information about the nominees “in the'same manner as any, and all
other nominces presented for election™); Amoco Corp. (avail. Feb. 14, 1990) (permitting exclusion of a proposal
allowing stockholders representing over $100,000 in market value of company shares to nominate an individual for
clection through a “common ballot™).

* The Commission previously suggested that this precedent did not apply to “direct access proposzls,” as described in
the Commission’s proposed revisions to Rule 14a-11. See Exchange Act Release No. 3448626, n.74 (Oct, 14, 2003).
However, recent precedent indicates that such an exception no longer exists. As the Smff stated in several no-action
letters in 2005, “Given the passage of time since the proposal of rule 142-11 ... without Com.rmssmn action on that
proposal, we have conchided that the position that the [S]taff intended to take.. - regarding 'the application of rule 14a-8
to proposals providing that the company become subject to the security holder nomination procedure in proposed rule
14a- 11 is no longer necessary ot appropriate.” Qwest Communications International (avail. Feb, 7, 2005); Verizon
Communications {avail. Feb. 7, 2005); Halliburton Co. {avail. Feb. 7, 2005); General Motors Corp. (avail. Feb. 28,
2005). To the extent that the Staff nevertheless assesses the Proposal under proposed Rule 14a-11, we believe that the
Proposal does not meet the requirements for a “direct access proposal” as it does not comport with proposed
substantive requirements {c.g., the Proposal would allow cach Qualified Nominator to include one candidate in the
Company’s proxy materials, as opposed to the range of nominees in the proposing release, the Proposal defines a
“Qualified Nominator” as someone beneficially owning three percent or more of the Comipany's outstanding common
stock instead of the proposed thresheld of “more than 5% and the Propesal does not require that the Quatified
Norminator “intend to continue to hold those securities through the date of the subject election of directors™). The
Proponent is also ineligible to submit a Proposed Rule 14a-11 proposal as it owned less than onc percent of the
Company's outstanding shares on the date that it submitted the Proposal (based on the Proponent's ownership
information set forth in Exhibit A hereto).

'
{

i
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can nominate a candidate for the Board of Directors and that the names of stfmh candidates must be
included on the proxy card and other information, including a statement in support of each
nominee’s candidacy, must be included in the Proxy Materials. Consistent with its fiduciary duties,
the Board of Directors of the Company nominates a full slate of candldates for all available seats
on the Board of Directors, and so the Proposal would necessarily result in a procedure that results
in contested elections because it would require the Company to include in the Proxy Materials one
or more additional candidates who would run in opposition to the Board’s candidates for a fixed
number of seats. As such, the Proposal may properly be omitted because lt seeks to establish a
procedure that would result in contested elections of directors in direct violation of Rule
142-8(i)(8). 1

We recognize that the Commission has deferred from its December 13, 2006 meeting its
consideration of the issues raised by the decision of the United States Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit in American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees Employees
Pension Plan v. American International Group, Inc., 462 F.3d 121 (2d Cir: 2006) (“AFSCME v.
AIG™). 1t is important to note, however, that the Staﬂ1 s authority with respect to the Company’s
request that it concur with the Company’s decision to exclude the Proposal is not limited by the
decision of the Second Circuit Court of Appeals. The AFSCME v. AIG decision is only binding on
the Staff within the Second Circuit, and the Company’s omission of the Proposal from its Proxy
Matenials for the 2007 Annual Stockholders Meeting will occur outside of the Second Circuit. The
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit is the applicable jurisdiction because the
Company is headquartered in Texas and will hold its annual meeting there, That court has noted
that generally recognized principle that it is not bound by the decisions of other circuits. See, e.g.,
U.S. v. Phillips, 210 F.3d 345, 351 n.4 (5th Cir. 2000) (even where courts of other circuits have
adopted precedent of Fifth Circuit, the court “of course, [is) not bound” by the case law and
decisions of such other circuit). Accordingly, the Staff’s ability to concur that the Company may
exclude the Proposal pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(8) is not constrained by the Second Circuit decision
and it should do so for the reasons set forth above. |

2. Rule 14a-8(i}{3) — Violation of Proxy Rules

Rule 14a-8(i)(3) permits the exclusion of a stockholder proposal from a company’s proxy
materials when “the proposal or supporting statement is contrary to any of the Commission’s
proxy rules.” The Proposal would implement procedures that are inconsistent with the
Commission’s proxy rules including Rule 14a-12 and other rules govemmg proxy contests
promulgated by the Commission. For example, the Commission’s rules require that persons
seeking to solicit proxies in support of an opposition slate of directors file and deliver a scparate
proxy statement. The Proposal would result in the nominees of any three percent shareholder
being included in the Company’s proxy materials, which would require thé Company to file and
deliver to shareholders proxy information regarding contested elections that it has not prepared
and over the contest of which it has no control. The inclusion of such information in the
Company's proxy materials would create confusion and would be contrary to the Commission’s
current policies and procedures that require that disclosure regarding nommatxons of directors in
opposition of those selected by the Company stand apart from the general proxy disclosure of the
Company.
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3. Rule 14a-8(1)(6) — Absence of Power/Authority !
Rule 142-8(1)(6) provides that a proposal may be excluded if “the clompany would lack the i
power or authority to implement the proposal.” In 1998, the Commission noted that while
exclusion would not normally be justified if the proposal merely requires a company to ask for
cooperation from a third party, see, e.g., Northeast Utilities System (Nov, 7 1996) (proposal that
the company ask a third party to coordinate annual meetings held by publlc companies), exclusion
may be justified where implementing the proposal would require intervening action by
independent third parties. See Release No 34-40018 (May 21, 1998) at note 20,

The Proposal would, if implemented, require the Company to penmt certain shareholders
to require the Company to include their candidate for the Board of Directors in the Company’s
proxy statement along with certain disclosure information as well as a 500-word supporting
statement. Because the Company has liability for its proxy statement, requiring the inclusion of
information that is provided by someone over whom the Company has no control opens the
Company to potential risk and litigation. The last sentence of the Proposal acknowledges this
problem and seeks to solve it by requiring that: “The Board of Directors shall adopt a procedure for
timely resolving disputes over whether the Disclosure and Statement comply with this Section 5
and SEC Rules.” This requirement is inherently beyond the power of the Company to implement.
Any such dispute resolution procedure would, by its nature, require the intervening action by third
parties over whom the Company has no control (an independent third party). The Board of
Directors cannot create a procedure that will ensure that an insurgent shareholder, as an
independent third party, will be reasonable and will cooperate with the Company in resolving
disputes over whether that shareholders’ disclosure information and 500-word statement of
support are accurate and comply with securities laws, especially Rule 142-9. Because any
resolution of disputes over whether the disclosure and 500-word statement comply with
Commission rules necessarily depends on the intervention of 1ndepcndcnt third parties (an
insurgent shareholder), the Board of Directors of the Company simply lacks the power to
implement the Proposal and the Company may exclude the Proposal pmsuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(6).

IIl. CONCLUSION ‘

The Company respectfully requests that the Staff confirm that it will not recommend any
enforcement action to the Commission if the Proposal is omitted from the Company’s Proxy
Materials for the 2007 Annual Meeting. Should the Staff disagree with our conclusions regarding
the omission of the Proposal, or should any additional information be desired in support of our
posmon, we would appreciate the opportunity to confer with the Staff conccmmg these matters
prior to the issuance of the Staff's response. !
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If you have any questions or would like any additional informatior{ regarding this matter,
please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at 713 497-7465. !

_ Sincerely,

Michael L. Ji

Attachments

cc:  Seneca Capital, L.P.
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December 18,2006

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS AND FACSIMILE .
Reliant Energy, Inc.
P.O.Box 1384

Houston, Texas 77251-1384
Attention: Corporate Secretary

Facsimile: 713-497-0140

Re: Shareholder Proposal of Seneca Capital, LP.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Seneca Capital, L.P, currently owns, and has continuously owned, at Icnst -$2,000 in
market value of the shares of the common stock, $1 par value (the “Cgmmgn Stock™), of
Reliant Energy, Inc. (the “Company’) for more than 1 year as of today’s date. Seneca
Capital, L.P. intends to continue to hold at Jeast $2,000 in market value of the Company's
Common Stack through the date of the Company's 2007 annual meeting of shareholders.

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8, Seneca Capital, L.P. is hereby submitting the cncloscd

shareholder proposal and supporting statement (the “Proposal”) for inclusion in the

Company’s proxy materials and for presentation to a vote of shareholders at the
Company’s 2007 annual meeting of shareholders. !

Please contact us if you would likctodiscussﬂleproposalorifyouhave?nqusﬁons.

Very truly yours, !
SENECA CAPITAL,L.P.
By: SENECA CAPITAL ADVISORS, LLC, its general partner

By: Z__/ f

Nezme: Doug Hirsch
Title: Managing Member ;

590 Madison Avenus, 28th Floor, Naw Yark, NY 10022 Tel, (212) 37111300 Fax {21?] 758-8060

-

- Anmew gmy s
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RESOLVED, that pursuant ta Section 109 of the Delaware General Corpoxati;an Law,8Del. C. §
109, the stockholders of Reliant Energy, Inc. (“Reliant Energy” or the “Company”) hereby
amend Arficle IIT the Company’s Bylaws by adding a new Section 5, and renumbering the

existing Sections 5 through 11 as Sections 6 through 12: ;

Section 5. xy Access ertain Candj Nomina tockhalders,
Notwithstanding any other provisions of these Bylaws to the confrary, the
Company shall include in its proxy marerials for a meeting of stockholders the
name, together with the Disclosure and Statement (both defined below), of any
person nominated for ¢lection to the Board of Direotors by a stockholder or group
thereof that satisfies the requirements of this Section 5 (thei “Qualified
Nominator™), and allow stockholders to vote with respect to such nominee on the
Company’s proxy card for that mecting. Each Qualifiecd Nominator may
nominate one candidate for election at a meeting, !

To be eligible to make & nomination, a Qualified Nominator must:
|

() have beneficially owned 3% or more of the Company’s outstandiﬁg common
stock (the ‘Required Shares') for at least one year; i

(b) provide written notice received by the Company's Secrctary within the time
period specificd in Section 4 of Article I of the Bylaws containing (i) with
respect ta the nominee, (A) the information required by Items 7(a), (b) and (¢) of
SEC Schedule 14A (such information is referred to herein as the ‘Disclosure”) and
(B) such nominee's consent to being named in the proxy statement and to serving
as a director if elected; and (ii) with respect 1o the Qualified Nominatar, proof of
owncrship of the Required Shares; and ;

(c) execute an undertaking that it agrees to (i) assume all liability of any violation
of law or regulation arising out of the Qualified Nominator’s communications
with stockhalders, including the Disclosure (ii) to the extent it uses soliciting
material other than the Company’s proxy materials, comply with all laws and
regulations relating thereto. . |

The Qualified Nominator shall have the option to fumizh a statement, not to
exceed 500 words, in support of the nominee’s candidacy (the “Statement”), at the
time the Disclosure is submitted to the Company's Secretary. 'Ihle Boerd of
Directors shall adopt a procedure for timely resolving disputes over whether
notice of & nomination was timely given end whether the Disclosure and

Statement comply with this Section § and SEC Rules.
|

SUPPORTING STATEMENT

The Company’s stockholders currently have little control over the proccssfby which director
candidates are nominated. Stockholders whase suggested nominees are not supported by the
Company have no recourse other than sponsoring a dissident election campaign, which can be &

!
{
)

}
I
|
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prohibitively expensive process, We believe that access to the proxy for pu;poses of electing a
director nominated by stockholders is an effective mechanism for ensuring accountability.

WE URGE YOU TO VOTE “YES” FOR PROXY ACCESS.

!
!

[l 2 o 4 HANYTY INT I?T
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’ant Michael L. Jines P.0. Box 1384
Senior Vice President and Houston, TX 77251
n e General Counsel Volce: 713497-7465
fgym Fax: 713-497-0140

i
|
t
i

December 29, 2006

Via Federal Express and Facsimile

Seneca Capital, L.P.

590 Madison Avenue, 28" Floor
New York, NY 10022
Attention: Mr. Doug Hirsch - :
Facsimile: (212) 758-6060 !

Dear Mr., Hirsch,

We are in receipt of the letter dated December 18, 2006 in which you
proposed, on behalf of Seneca Capital, L.P., that Reliant Energy, Inc. (the
“Company”) include a resolution in its proxy materials and present the same to a
vote of the Company’s stockholders at the Company’s 2007 annual meeting of
stockholders. We have reviewed your proposal in the context of Rule 14a-8 of
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, which governs the
qualifications a stockholder must meet, as well as the procedures, for making a
proper proposal and the bases on which the Company may exclude a stockholder
proposal from its proxy statement. ,
!

Seneca Capital, L.P. has not established its eligibility to make a proposal
in accordance with Rule 14a-8. The Company’s records indicate that Seneca
Capital, L.P. has been a continugus record holder of at least $2, 000 worth of the
Company’s stock since March 9, 2006, which is less than one year from the date
the proposal was submitted. In order to establish Seneca Capital, L.P.’s eligibility
to include a proposal in our proxy statement, please provide us with adequate
evidence as required by Rule 14a-8(b)(2), such as a written statement from the
former record holder of Seneca Capital, L.P.’s securities, venfymg that Seneca
Capital, L.P. had continuously held the required securities of the Company for a
period beginning at least one year prior to the time the proposal was submitted
and ending no earlier than the time Seneca Capital, L.P. became a record holder
of the Company.

A response providing this information must be post-marked or transmitted
electronically to us no later than 14 days from the date you receive this letter.
Should eligibility be properly established by complying with the procedures set
forth above, we will further evaluate the proposal contained in your December 18,
2006 letter, and we reserve the right to seek to exclude the proposal if in the
Company’s judgment the exclusion of such proposal in the proxy materials would
be in accordance with the Securities and Exchange Commission proxy rules.
(0006178.1 /02-0052-2604) :
|
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Thank you for your interest in the Company.

|
Very truly yours, - !

{00061798.1 7 02-0052-2604}

PR SRR TR
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}
January 12, 2007
:

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS AND FACSIMILE |

Reliant Energy, Inc.

P.O. Box 1384 ?
Houston, Texas 77251-1384

Attenttion: Michael L. Jines

Facsimile: 713-497-0140

|
3
i
|
|
i

Re: Shareholder Proposal of Seneca Cepital, L.P.
Dear Mr. Jines: |

k

In response to your letter dated December 29, 2006, please find enclosed a written
statement from Bear, Steamns Sccwrities Corp., record hotder of Reliant Energy, Inc. (the
"ijx”) common stock, $1 par value (the “Common Stock™, whxch confirms that at
the time Seneca Capital, L.P. submitted its proposal and supporting statement to the
Company for inclusion in the Company’s proxy materials and for presentation to a vote
of sharcholders at the Company’s 2007 annual meeting of sharcholders, Seneca Capital,
L.P. owned in excess of $2,000 in market value of the Company's Cormnon Stock
continuously for over a year.

This letter also will serve to reaffirm Seneca Capital, L.P.’s intention ;o hold at least
$2,000 in market value of the Company's Common Stock through the date of the
Company’s 2007 annual meeting when its shareholder proposal will be considered. We

also intend 1o have an agent of Seneca Capital, L.P, sttend and present the proposal at the
Company's 2007 ennual meeting.

Please contact us if you have any further questions. |
Very truly yours,
SENECA CAPITAL, L.P.

By: SENECA CAPITAL ADVISORS, LLC, its general partner i

By: %— I
Namé€: Doug Hirsch :

Title: Managing Member

£ON Madizan Avania SRth Flane Now York. NY 10022 Tel, (212) 371.3300  Fax (212} 756-6080
b
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BHR Bear, Stearns Securitics Corp.
| OncMsaroTeeh Centir Nesth
STEARNS f Brookiys, NY 11201
¢ Tel (347) 643-1000
_ wunw globalclearing. com
i
]
b
January 11, 2007
Seneca Capital LP .
590 Madison Avenue, 28th Floor _
New York, NY 10022-8592 :
Re:  Reliant Energy Inc. Comion Stock, $1 par value; Cusip : 759528105 (tho “Stocks”)
Dear Sir or Madam:
Please allow this letter to verify the market value of Seneca Capifal LP (the “Fund”)
holdings in the Stocks. E

The Fund maintains & certain eccount (the “Account”) with Bear, Stearns Securitics

Corp. (“BSSC™). Aceording to the records of BSSC, as of December 18, 2005 through the date

hereof, the Fund, via the Account, has been the beneficial owner of the Stocks and has
continuously held in excess of $2,000.00 in market value of the Stocks. '
]
Very truly yours, : ‘
Bear, Steams Sccutities Corp. '

By
John Callanan !
Senior Managing Director

Ll
|
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For more information: Dennis Barber, investors, (713) 497-3042
Pat Hammond, media, (713) 4?7-7723

For immediate release: Jan. 29, 2007

Reliant Energy Seeks Decision Regarding Stockholﬂer Proposal

HOUSTON - Reliant Energy, Inc. announced today that it has ﬁléd a declaratory judgment
action in federal district court in Texas in response to a stockholder proposal submitted by
a hedge fund, Seneca Capital, L.P. [

{
The proposal filed by Seneca seeks to amend the company’s bylaws to permit certain larger
stockholders to nominate directors and have their nominees included in the company’s
proxy materials. Since the proposal is contrary to applicable securltles laws and
considerable precedent of the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) Reliant is
seeking a judicial determination that it is permitted to exclude this proposal from its proxy
materials. ;

I
Reliant has also submitted a “no-action” request to the SEC staff to exclude Seneca’s
proposal from Reliant’s proxy. In its no-action request, the company has noted that the
decision by the Second Circuit Court of Appeals, which covers the states of New York,
Vermont and Connecticut, in a case involving a similar proposal spbmitted to AIG is not
binding with respect to Reliant since Reliant is a Texas-based company. Last week, the
SEC, while noting that the A/G decision was at odds with prior SEC interpretations,
declined to address the Jurisdlctlonal issue in connection with a no-action request filed by
Hewlett-Packard concerning a similar stockholder proposal. Reliant believes that today’s
action is necessary to resolve the jurisdictional issue. .

{
Seneca appears to have advanced its proposal now in an effort to exploit the regulatory
uncertainty created by the Second Circuit’s decision and to preempt the efforts of the SEC
to implement a stockholder access proposal that would be balanced and in the interests of
all constituents. As SEC Chairman Christopher Cox stated recently, the Commission
intends to craft a “carefully considered proposal that will ensure there is one, clear rule to




protect investors’ interests.” Seneca’s proposal is inconsistent with this spirit and with the
stockholder access proposals that were previously considered by the SEC, and includes
none of the safeguards that were part of those proposals.

Reliant is committed to high corporate governance standards. Over the last several years
the company adopted mandatory share ownership requirements for officers and directors,
limitations on public board service and mandatory director resignation requirements.
Within the last six months the company added two new directors, including a director who
is a substantial institutional shareho!der representative. This year, Reliant is committed to
amending its certificate of incorporation to declassify its board of':directors, as well as to
considering fully and fairly the majority voting proposal submitted by Seneca. But, as
detailed in today’s complaint, Seneca’s shareholder access proposal is the opposite of good
governance — an ill-considered bylaws amendment without either safeguards or clear
procedures that would only serve to benefit certain large stockholders at the expense of all
others. x

I
Reliant regrets the necessity of initiating this action but believes that doing so is in the best
interests of all its stockholders. |
Reliant Energy, Inc. (NYSE: RRI) based in Houston, Texas, provides electricity and energy
services to retail and wholesale customers in the United States. In Texas, the company
provides service to approximately 1.9 million retail electricity customers, including
residential, small business and commercial, industrial, governmental and institutional
customers. Reliant also serves commercial, industrial, governmental and institutional
customers in the PJM (Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Maryland) market.

The company is one of the largest independent power producers m the nation with
approximately 16,000 megawatts of power generation capacity across the United States.
These strategically located generating assets utilize natural gas, fuel oil and coal. For more
information, visit http://www.reliant.com.
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- ]
”ant Michacl L. Jines . P.O. Box 1384
Senior Vice President and | Houston, TX 77251

General Counsel - + Voice: 713497-7465

\ ne@y‘m ] Fax: 713-497-0140

February 21, 2007

VIA HAND DELIVERY

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission : i
Division of Corporation Finance : :
Office of Chief Counsel ) ;
100 F Street T
Washington, DC 20549 ;

Re: Reliant Energy, Inc. — Withdrawal of No-Action Request dated January 16, 2007

Dear Sif or Madam: - . | F

Reference is made to the no-action request letter, dated January 16, 2007 (the “Request
Letter”), submitted by Reliant Energy, Inc., a Delaware corporation (the “Company”), relating to
the Company’s proposed ornission of the shareholder proposal (the “Proposal”) submitted to the
Company by Seneca Capital, L.P. (the “Proponent™) from the proxy materials to be distributed in
connection with the Company’s 2007 annual meeting of shareholders. By letter to the Company
dated February 20, 2007, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A hereto, the Proponent
withdrew the Proposal. Accordingly, the Company hereby withdraws the Request Letter. A
copy of this submission is being sent simultaneously to the Proponent.

i

In the event you have any questions or comments concermng the: subj ect matter of this

letter, please call the undersigned at (713) 497-7465.

Sincerely, ]

Michael

Enclosure

cer Seneca Capital, L.P. _ : o




SENECA CAPITAL

INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP

Februsry 20,2007 |

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS AND FACSIMILE

Relinas Energy, Inc. ‘ i
1000 Main Street '
Houston, Texas 77002 ©
Attn: Michac) L. Jines i
Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate
Scoretary

Re: Notice of Intention to Withdraw Proxy Access Proposal |

Dear Mr, Iines:

This is o inform you that Seneca Capital, L.P. bas determined to withdraw its proposal submitted
by us on December 18, 2006 to Reliant Energy, Inc. and attached a5 Exhibit A. Accordingly, we are-withdrawing
our request that this proposal be mclndcd in the company’s proxy matcrials for its 2007 annua) meeting of -
shareholders (the “'Anpua) Mecting™) and we do not intend to appear in persop or by proxy at the Annual Meeting to

prescnt this proposal.
Very tuly yours, :
SENECA CAPITAL,LP.
By: SENECA CAPITAL ADVISORS, LLC, its gencra)
P ;

By, :
Namé: Douglas A, Hirsch |
Title: Mmaging Member |

[

Attacimen (Exhibit A)

1
I
i
I

59D Madison Avenue, 28th Floor, New York, NY 10022  Tel, (212) 371-1300 Fax l21Z)F 758-6060
i
\'

1




RﬁSOLVED, thet pursuant to Section 109 of the Delaware General Corpomﬁon Law,8Del. C. §
109, the stockholders of Reliant Energy, Inc. ("Reliant Energy” or the Company”) bereby
amend Article IIT the Company’s Bylaws by edding & new Section 5, and renumbsring the

Exkibit A

!

existing Sections 5 throngh 11 as Sections 6 through 12:

The Company’s stockholders currently have little comtrol over the process by Ewbjch director
ed. Stockholders whose suggested nominees are not supported by the
Compeny have ao recourse other than sponsoring a dissident elcction campaign, which can be a

candidates are nominat

) L
Section 5. Proxy Access For Certain Candidates Nominated By Stockholders.
Notwithstanding avy otber provisions of these Bylaws to the contrary, tbe
Company shall include in its proxy materials for e meeting of stockholders the
name, together with the Disclosure and Statement {both defined below), of any
person nominated for election to the Board of Directors by a stockholder or group

thereof that satisfies the requirements of this Section 5 (the | “Qualified

Nominator”™), and allow stockholdsts to vote with respect to such nominee on the
Company's proxy card for that mecting. Each Qualified Nominator may
nominate one candidate for slection at a meeting. .‘
l
.i

To be eligible to make a nomination, a Qualified Nominator must:
' }

() have beneficially owned 3% or more of the Company’s omstandiné common

;

stock (the ‘Required Shares’) for at least one year;

(b) provide written notice received by the Company’s Secrétary wnhm the time
period specified ip Section 4 of Article IIT of the Bylaws containing (i) with
respect to the nominee, (A) the information required by Items 7(e), (b) and (c) of

SEC Schedule 144 (such information is referred to herein as the “Disclosure’) and
named in the proxy statement end to serving

(B) such nominee’s consent to being
2§ 2 director if elected; and (ii) with respect to the Qualified Nominator, proof of
ownership of the Required Shares; and _ :

{¢) execute an undertaking that it agrees to (i) assume all liability of any violation
of law or regulation arising out of the Qualified Nominator’s comnm:nicatiom
with stockholders, including the Disclosure (i) to the extent it nses soliciting
materia) other than the Company’s proxy materials, comply with all laws and
regulations relating thereto, -

. _ |
The Qualified Nominator shal] have the option to firnish 2 statement, not to
exczed 500 words, iv support of the nominse’s candidacy. (the “Statement?), at the
fime the Disclosure is submitted to the Company’s Secretary. The Board of
Directors shall adopt & procedure for timely resolvig disputes over ‘whether
potice of a nomination was timely given and whether the Disclosure and
Statement comply with this Section 5 and SEC Rules. ;o

SUPPORTING STATEMENT

F




préh&n‘ﬁvc}y. expensive process. We nelieve that access tc the proxy for purposes Lff. electing a
director neminated by stockholders is an effective mechanism for ensuring acrl:ountﬂblh'qf.

WE URGE YOU TO VOTE “YES” FOR PROXY ACCESS.

I
|
|

!
|
|

!
I




General Counsel Voice: 713-497-7465

’,a"t Michael L. Jines . P.O. Box 1384
\ Senior Vice President and ' Houston, TX 77251
ne,gy ‘ - . Fax: 713-497-0140

February 21, 2007 _ ' . o

VIA HAND DELIVERY ' .

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
Division of Corporation Finance |
Office of Chief Counsel ' ‘
" 100 F Street '
Washington, DC 20549 ?

Re: Reliant Energy, Inc. — Withdrawal of No-Action Request dated January 16, 2007

Dear Sir or Madam: | ,

Reference is made to the no-action request letter, dated January 16, 2007 (the “Request
Letter”), submitted by Reliant Energy, Inc., a Delaware corporation (the “Company™), relating to
the Company’s proposed omission of the shareholder proposal (the “Proposal”) submitted to the
Company by Seneca Capital, L.P. (the “Proponent”) from the proxy materials to be distributed in
connection with the Company’s 2007 annual meeting of shareholders. By letter to the Company
dated February 20, 2007, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A hereto, the Proponent
withdrew the Proposal. Accordingly, the Company hereby withdraws the Request Letter. A
copy of this submission is being sent simultaneously to the Proponent. |

In the event you have any questions or comments concerning the subJ ect matter of this
letter, please call the underSJgned at (713) 497-7465.

i
i
}
|

_ S_i'ncerely,

Michael
Enclosure ‘

cc: - Seneca Capital, LP.




SENECA CAPITAL

INVESTMENT PA

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS AND FAGSIMILE

Reliant Energy, Inc.

1000 Main Strect

Houston, Texas 77002

Ahn: Micbae] L, Jines .

Senijor Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate
Sccrctary

- Re: Notice of Inention to Withdraw Proxy Access Proposa)

Dg:nr My, Jines:

RTNERSHIF

February 20,2007 |

 This is to inform you that Sencea Capital, L.P. hias determined to withdraw its proposal submited

by us on December 18, 2006 to Reliant Energy, Inc. and attached a5 Extibit A. Accordingly, we are-withdrawing
- our request that this proposal be inchudod in the company’s proxy materials for its 2007 anpua) meeting of
shareholders (ths 'Annua) Mecting™) and we do not intend to appear in persap or by proxy at the Annual Meeting

present this proposal.
Very

}
{

truly yours,

SENECA CAPITAL, L.P.

to

; .
By: SENECA. CAPITAL ADVISORS, LLC, its gencral
p l '

By,

"Namé: Douglas A, Hirsch

Title:

Attachment (Exhibit A)

590 Madisuh Avenue, 28th Foor, New York. NY 10022

Memnaging Member

[

i

i

Tel. (242) 374-1300  Fax {212} 758-6060

I




|
' Exkibit A

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 109 of the Delaware General Corporaﬁon Law,8Del.C. §
109, the stockholders of Reliant Energy, Inc. (“Reliant Energy” or the (Company”) hereby
amend Articlc 11T the Company’s Bylaws by adding & new Section 5, and renumbsring the

exisling Sections 5 through 11 as Sections 6 through 12: '

Section 5. Proxy Access For Cerain Candidates Nominaled By Stockholders.

Notwithstanding apy ofber provisions of these: Bylaws to the comfrary, the
Compeny shall inchude in its proxy materials for & meeting of stockholders the
name, together with the Disclosure and Statement (both defined below), of any
person nominated for election to the Board of Directors by a stockholder or group
thereof that satisfies the requirements of this Section 5 (the “Qualified
Nominator”), and allow stockholders to vote with respect to such nominee on the .
Company’s proxy card for that mecting. Each Qualified NomiPator may

nomirate one candidate for slection at a meeting.

i

Tobe éligible 10 make & nomination, a Qualified Nominator must:
(a) have bencficially owned 3% or more of the Compeny’s outstandi y common
stock {the ‘Required Shares”) for at least one year; !

(b) provide written notice received by the Company’s Secrétary within the time
period specified in Section 4 of Asticle II of the Bylaws containing (i) with
respect to the nominse, (A) the information required by Items 7(2), (b) aind (c) of
SEC Schednle 14A (such information is referred to herein as the ‘Disclosure’) and
(B) such nominee’s consent to being named in the proxy statement and to serving
25 a director if elected; and (fi) with respect to the Qualified Nominator, proof of
pwhership of the Required Shares; and _ |
(c) execitte an ondertaking that it agrees to (i) assume all liability of any viclation
. of law or regulation arising out of the Qualified Nominator’s commur;icatiom
with stockholders, including the Disclosure (i) to the cxtent it mses soliciting
fnateria) other than the Company’s proxy materials, comply with all laws and
regulations relating thereto, CoLL |
The Qualified Nominator shell have the option to furnish a statement, not to
exczed 500 words, ip support of the nominte’s candidacy. (the “Statement”), at the
time the Disclosure is submitted to the Company’s Secretary. The Board of
Directors shall adopt & procedwre for timely resolving diSputes over whether
sotice of 2 nomiation was timely given and whether the Disclosure” and
Stotement comply with this Section 5 and SEC Rules. .

SUPPORTING STATEMENT

r

The Company’s stockhelders cumﬁtly have litle contro] over the process by which director

i d. Stockholders whose suggested nominees are not supported by the

candidates are nominate :
Company have oo recourse other than sponsoring 2 dissident election campaign, which cap be a
|

i
i
'
|
1

]




|

-

e i
i .

h prohibitive)y expensive process. We helieve that access tc the proxy for purposes of electing a
director neminated by stockholders is an effective mechanism for ensuring accountability.

t

WE URGE YOU TO VOTE “YES” FOR PROXY ACCESS.

&
o
1




